THE  RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

which were ordained for the increase and edifying of virtue and
good Christian living. Some of them also using the Scripture,
permitted to them by the king's goodness in the English tongue,
MUCH CONTRARY TO HIS HIGHNESS' EXPECTA-
TION : FOR HIS MAJESTY'S INTENT AND HOPE WAS,
THAT THEY THAT WOULD READ THE SCRIPTURE,
WOULD WITH MEEKNESS AND WILL TO ACCOM-
PLISH THE EFFECT OF IT READ IT, AND NOT TO
MAINTAIN ERRONEOUS OPINIONS AND PREACH,
NOR FOR TO USE THE READING OR PREACHING OF
IT IN UNDUE TIMES AND PLACES, AND AFTER1 such
fashions and sorts, as it is not convenient to be suffered. And
thus each of them dispute so arrogantly against each other of
their opinions, as well in churches, ale-houses, taverns, and other
places and congregations, that there is begun and sprung among
themselves slander and railing each at other, as well by words as
writing: one party of them calling the other papist, the other
party calling the other heretic; whereby is like to follow DIS-
SENSION and tumult, NOT ONLY TO THEIR OWN CON-
FUSIONS THAT TEACH AND USE THE SAME, BUT
ALSO TO THE DISTURBANCE AND LIKELIHOOD OF
DESTRUCTION OF ALL THE REST OF THE KING'S
TRUE AND WELL BELOVED SUBJECTS, if his Majesty,
like a godly and catholic prince, of his excellent goodness, by his
princely power and authority given him by God, should not
politicly in the beginning provide for the same. For remedy
whereof, his most royal Majesty by his most excellent wisdom
knowing and considering his kingly office and charge touching
the premises, and daily painfully studying and devising with a
most noble and earnest heart to reduce his people committed by
God to his care, to unity of opinion, and to increase love and
charity among themselves, and constantly to conserve them in
the same, iritendeth, (God willing,) by advice of his prelates and
clergy, and other of his Council, to proceed to a full ORDER and
resolution to extinct all such diversities of opinions by GOOD
* AND JUST laws to be made for the same by authority of his
parliament; and yet nevertheless now in the beginning of his
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